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Wuhan Proposed and Dharavi Disposed

Shri JILLA GOVARDHAN p =
Asstt PF Commissioner (Rtd) e ﬂ

e - A

Last 20th Century (in 1918), witnessed a deadly virus namely, Spanish Flu that gripped
European nations particularly Spain, Italy, France, Great Britain and US, killing millions of
people. It seems history repeats itself indeed ! In December 2019, Corona virus an unheard
variant, traced in Wuhan, the largest city of Hubei province of central China, that affected entire
mankind on earth, similar to that of Spanish Flu ! Inspite of latest advance medical science, no
diagnosis nor medicine was in sight initially. Deaths started multiplying in Wuhan and
neighbouring localities of Hubei (China) within no time. It was too late when this news reached to
World Health Organization (W.H.O); and this epidemic already crossed the territories of Asian
countries, spreading its wings to US, Europe and Australia. World medical fraternity was at loss
to findimmediate vaccine for this new killer virus.
As expected it reached India when a patient with
Corona virus detected in Kerala on January 30,
2020. On March 12, 2020 Gulbarga town of
Karnataka reported the death of first Corona
virus patientin our country.

The first case of Coronavirus detected in
Maharashtra (Pune) on March 9, 2020, followed
with Mumbai. Fear spread amongst
Mumbaikars a city with 2.2 crores population !
And ofcourse one case of Corona patient also
traced in Dharavi, the largest slum area of Asia
on 1st April 2020. A 56 year old garment worker, §
detected with Corona positive was admitted in |
Sion hospital and died after six days. Alarm bells
started ringing not only in Dharavi but also in
Boribunder Head quarters of BMC.

Situated at Sion Bandra link Road, Dharavi, comprising of 2.5 sq km area, has 8.5 lacs
residents. This locality can boast itself as mini India, as many people migrated and settled here
from every corner of the country. Most of them are daily wage earners, small business families,
majority are below poverty line, residing in 9x10' tenements. If these people infected with virus, it
is felt, one can find no quarantine, isolation facilites here. An uphill task for civic authorities to
contain the dreaded virus.

Cases started increasing as day in and day out. On 18th April 2020, itis reported Dharavi
witnessed over 200 positive cases. Doubling rate of positive cases started increasing rapidly.
Neighbouring Lokmanaya Tilak Hospital, Sion, overcrowded with pandemic patients. There was
a beeline of ambulances running with patients to K.E.M and Kasturba and other private
Hospitals. Containing this virus became paramount importance to the government and civic
administration failing, entire metropolis will be under the threat of catastrophe with this killer virus.
To add to the woes, there was lack of coordination between then Civic Chief Mr Pravin Paradeshi
and MrAjoy Mehta, Chief Secretary, Govt of Maharashtra.
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Beauracratic supremacy, ego factor was the
priority of these guys instead of tackling the
pandemic. On otherside, as the health care staff
also affected with the virus, the hospitals found
shortage of Doctors and staff nurses. There were

instances when dead bodies piled up and kept &%=
aside adjacent to the patients beds of a ward %¥%
corner in Sion hospital, due to insufficient # ‘-;
mortuary cabinets and lack of sanitation staff on g

duty to clear. As situation going out of control, the

State Chief Minister replaced Mr Pardesi and Mr
Igbal Singh Chahal, an1989 batch IAS officer is

posted as new Municipal Chief Commissionerand |
assigned him with full powers to tackle the grave i

situation.

Upon taking the charge as Civic Chief on May

8, 2020, Mr Chahal personally visited the bylanes
of Dharavi and took stock of the ground facts. He
held elaborate discussions with his senior officers
and drew out a plan to handle the task.
Committees headed by Dr Sanjay Oak, Dr
Avinash Supe, former Deans of JJ Hospital and
KEM Hospital respectively, were formed by the
govt, with eminent city Doctors of private hospitals
as its Members, were constituted to advice and
monitor the situation. Patients with symetic,
serious and critically serious were classified for
required treatments in hospitals and in Covid
centres, based on the gravity of the virus. Covid
War Rooms were also formed in every ward, to
seek ground report of the of the virus spike on day
to day basis.The entire Metropolis consisting of 24
municipal wards were divided into seven zones;
each zone was headed by an IAS officer,
entrusted exclusively to tackle covid situation in
respective zone.

A massive plan to open Jumbo Centres to
treat the patients with all amenities including
health staff is proposed. All schools and lodges in
slum areas of the zones were converted into
quarantine centres to accommodate symetic
patients. With 'Mission Dharavi', the civic
administration started door to door visits with '3 T
slogans on public address system ie. "Testing,
Tracing and Treating' attended the patients of
positive cases. It is reported, around 47,500
families were visited by Municipal health staff for
this herculean task during that turbulent period.
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Entire Dharavi converted into Red zone, Yellow
Zone and Green zone based on the gravity of the

virus to treat patients. &§ = ée%o

Mr Lav Agarwal, Jt Secretary, Union “ C
Health Ministry, New Delhi, made frequent visits Difer, 6 o :ggwé
with his team to Dharavi, as this spot was the TR0, e 2P0
barometer to analyse the spike status _of the S8 9% SKdmoch
pandemic situation in Mumbai, for submitting his o B e
report to the PM Office. Controlling the virus in T FHi TS Heod
Dharavi was the primary concern of the Union Solf b)) Hod HY
et '\ﬁrlstry- bout 450 public toilets i Aebrmes, ot Sy

ere are abou public toilets in “

Dharavi, which are uninterruptedly used by the ~% S FT e
people. The sanitary staff was deployed to &8 i & B
sanitise these premises every hour to avoid the S50 Ben HB i
virus contract. Strict monitoring of lockdown in e
Dharavi was implemented wherein local 58 §8, FEHS
youngsters formed human chains on 24x7 basis &3¢0 BOD ,&BMSH
to assist police authorities No person was $o3 B Lobsoch
allowed to move out or allowed to enter in . .
Dharavi. Voluntary service agencies and Lions $Bo508® deoder 5
Clubs' Members inthe area, extended support to JEHRP Sododven &
local police staff to distribute free food packets, T68 wolo ErEEsLm.. I &

food grains to the local people who were jobless
during lock down.

With the relentless efforts of entire civic
administrative and health workers, monitoring of
Covid Task Force, the rising cases gradually
decreased in Dharavi. The doubling rate which
was 18 days in April 2020, was bented down to
108 days in June 2020, a solace to all concerned.
Though the positive cases increased in Dharavi
and rest of Mumbai, early detection if the virus
considerably reduced the death ratio of the
patients, unlike in western countries. The
success story of Mission Dharavi proved, though
Coronavirus originated in Wuhan (China),
Dharavi (Mumbai) succeeded to eradicate it with
the effective management of all concerned
including common citizens who adhered to the
instructions of the health workers. And on
Christmas day, viz. 25th December 2020,
Dharavi reported zero positive cases much to the
surprise of WHO officials !

Bouquets poured in as foreign
newspapers New York Times, Los Angeles Times
praised Mumbai Civic authorities and medical
faculties for controlling the pandemic in Dharavi
within no time, while cases and deaths mounted
unabated in West.
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(Education with Dedication & Innovation)

SV | S.V. EDU CENTRE
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Academic Partner Since 1985

SCIENCE | [
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ALL SUBJECTS  svuc
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